The “WHY” of Ministry
In today’s message we will discover the following kingdom leadership dynamics:

1. Ministry is not an identity, but a calling

2. Ministry is a life of servant hood

3. Ministry is lifestyle, not a job

4. Ministry is God’s way of glorifying His name
An engine provides the power to drive a vehicle. In the same way, so does the “WHY” of ministry. “Why” you and I are in the ministry tops the list among the most important questions we can ask ourselves. “Why” speak of the motivation, purpose, expectation, and, yes, even the philosophy each one has as a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Surely, it is time for some introspection before we proceed into the future. Many focus on the “How” and “What” of ministry without discovering the deeper sense of “Why” they are in the ministry.
Truly, some are in the ministry to find some form of gratification of having “been somebody special” before the people. Beloved, what a twisted and perverted form of ministry that would be. Ministry does not exist to be served, but to serve.

The Greek language describes “ministry” as being in the mode of servant hood. Jesus illustrated this as He grabbed a towel and began to wash the feet of His disciples. The life of servant hood is our call, as we exemplify the life Jesus lived here on earth.

Again, none can be in the ministry to make us feel better about ourselves. That would describe a self-servant. If you are in the ministry for “what you can out of it”, then “get out of it”…now.

Ministry is not our identity, but, rather our calling, which is to serve the world. If ministry becomes ones identity, one tends to unhinge or disassociate oneself from the object of ministry…people. Identity is not acquired through any other means than God Himself. In fact, when I serve others, I am serving Him.
My identity is being a son or daughter of God. Because our Father serves, we serve. It is a DNA issue. I receive the majority of my affirmation from Father God. If I looked to those I serve for my affirmation, at times, I would be severally disappointed and even crushed. This is not necessarily a negative comment about serving people. It is an observation which says, “The people we serve were never meant to be our source for affirmation”. Jesus’ affirmation came directly from the Father, and so can ours.

Some have located the proverbial switch for ministry. In other words, they’ve learned how to professionally turn it “off” and “on” again as it suits them. Ministry, as Jesus lived it, is a lifestyle. Jesus told His disciples “Go, preach the Gospel”. The Greek language says it this way: “As you are going, preach the Good News”. The difference here is simply: wherever I go, I am a minister. The opposite is true in some circles of ministry. Those who have found the switch would say “Ok. It’s Sunday (or Wednesday night). It’s time to minister.
Lastly, Jesus’ obedience to minister and go to the cross, as the Father directed, brought Him to say “…for this cause I came to this hour…Father, glorify Your name”. To minister as Jesus and live the lifestyle He did really equates to say “I am doing this because of You… and I know You will be glorified because of my obedience”.

Beloved, once again, the question should be asked: “Why” am I in the ministry. Initially, each of us will give the obvious reasons. However, if we dig deeper, like the Prophet Elijah, we may discover we are using the ministry to hide from other issues. For the prophet, the real issue was fear but he disguised it by saying “I’m the only one and I have championed Your causes, O God”.
Certainly, the Lord is more impressed with transparency, which leads to discovering the real truth, more than parading our trophies in front of Him. If He was impressed by trophies, the Lord would never find the occasion to say “Depart for Me, you workers of iniquity…I never knew you. Because He said this to those who declared “Jesus, we have prophesied in Your name; we have cast out demons in Your name”.

The choice is yours and mine, but, I, for one, have chosen to maintain my identity in Jesus Christ and minister from His heart of servant hood. Anything less…is robbing us and the people from receiving the value of ministry Jesus illustrated. Oh yes, by the way, God is not represented properly either…

In the bonds of His richest grace,

Brother Bill

Legacy of Worship, Int’l

The Eagles’ Gathering
