The Brand of Christianity (part 1)

When you and I go into a fast-food chain restaurant, we expect to see familiar items that display a consistency of product and valued customer service. This is the reason we frequently go to our “favorite” place to eat. In the spirit of this comment, let each of us ask ourselves the uncomfortable question: What would Jesus say about today’s “brand” of Christianity? While we should never expect our church members to be the product of a cookie-cutter on a factory assembly line where they all look and act exactly the same, still, there are some deliberate factors Jesus said should be consistent in the life and character of each Child of God. We will not focus upon opinion, but upon truths Jesus spoke to us. Once again….the truth will set us free! What are some of these factors? Read on…



Resisting becoming legalistic, over the next few weeks we will dissect some of the things Jesus said would be present within Biblical Christianity. Today’s subject is LOVE.
LOVE


There are two completely opposite positions on the subject of love. Some would exhibit what we will call “Tough-love”, or speaking the truth in love as they stand their ground (no matter what) in the name of principle (sometime believing they are defending God and His Word). Others portray what we will call “Sloppy-love”, or denying every standard of God’s Word so that people will not feel the slightest bit threatened and know they are completely loved by the Lord and us.


So, which position is more correct? Or is there a more correct position? What did Jesus say about the subject of love?


Jesus deliberately told His disciples (and us) that the world would know we are Christians by our love. So, where does the problem with love lie? We tend to interpret by filtering love and other like subjects according to our experience (or lack of it). Can we show the brand of love Jesus lived, which is unconditional, if we have never received it?

Returning to the fast-food chain analogy: how can one know the procedures and policies of a restaurant chain if he’s never exposed to its culture through attending their training? 


Another passage of scripture to reinforce this thought is voiced by God during creation, saying, “Every tree will bring forth fruit after its kind”. We cannot give what we don’t have.


First, you and I must have an encounter with God’s love. Second, we must have a revelation of God’s love so we can (at least on a human level) be able to explain it. Third, we must be constantly exposed to God’s love in order to effectively portray it to a world that doesn’t understand unconditional love. Few experience all three steps. God’s Word said, “Let brotherly love continue.” Love is to be a constant fruit of the Spirit in our lives and ministries. In fact, as we stand before the people the Lord has entrusted to our care, we simply must display His heart of love for them. We must treat the people just like the Lord treats us. This is the same thing Apostle Paul was saying when referring to how husbands should love their wives…”like Christ loves the Church and gave Himself for them”.

Jesus was able to bring correction when necessary because He had won their hearts. His disciples knew they were love unconditionally. They were “in love” with Jesus’ vision and mission. So, when He brought correction, they did not feel brow-beaten or unloved.


So, in conclusion, which position on love mentioned at the beginning of this leadership blog is more correct? There is a time and a place for both. My wife and I have five children. We learned early that we could not approach each of them the same way. We had to learn something invaluable: loving them equally, yet uniquely different was the best way.

Can I challenge you this week to ask the Lord to baptize you with His love – all over again? Without this you cannot adequately display His heart as you stand before the people. Remember, everyone will know that those you lead are Christians because of God’s love. But someone has to set the example - lead the way - that’s where you and I enter the scene.

Eternally loved,

Brother Bill
